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The decline of Rander began in 1530 with the wholly unprovoked and
piratical raid by the Portuguese captain Antonio da Silveria, who sailed
up the Tapti and burnt both Rander and Surat. The former Town was
bravely defended, though without avail, by its warlike Muslim
population, while the Banya inhabitants of Surat, a place then far inferior
mn wealth and commerce, attempted no resistance. Rander was sacked
and burnt and never seems to have recovered from this blow, 'and the
aimless destruction of this unique and attractive spot is a blot on the
Portuguese power in India.' Its wealth and decayed while Surat revived
its activities and soon took place of its trade rivaly.
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Abstract

The article gives a picture of a long tradition of writing and
compiling books by number of writers and scholars hailing
from Surat, Imida for which the article writer substantiates
number of authenticated sources of Urdu, Persian and English
languages. The work of Raziuddin Ahmed, nicknamed Bakhsho
Mian, titled, Hadiga-e Ahmadi portrays short biographies of the
mtellectual landscape of the area in which many little known
poets and writers have been discussed as the book compiled
after benefitting around 444 works on the subject. The work 1s
archived in the collection of Dr Abdul Rehman Barkar
preserved in the ISATC, Qualumpur, Malisia. The article
dispels misconception about Hadigatul Hind, one of its
manuscripts archived i the Punjab University, as an
mdependent piece of work by saying that it 1s the third volume
of Hadiga-e Ahmadi.

Keyword: Hadiqa-e Ahmadi, Hadiqatul Hind, Bakhsho Mian,
Scholars and writers hailing from Surat, India

fof¥



