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Promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence,

language etc., and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of harmony.

(1)Whoever.

(@

o)

(&)

by words, either spoken or written or by signs or by visible representations or otherwise,
promotes or attempts to promote, on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence,
language, caste or community or any other ground whatsoever, disharmony or feelings of
enmity, hatred or ill-will between different religious, racial, language or regional groups or
castes or communities, or

commits any act which is prejudicial to the maintenance of harmony between different religious,
racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities, and which disturbs or is likely to
disturb the public tranquility, [or]

organizes any exercise, movement, drill or other similar activity intending that the participants in
such activity shall use or be trained to use criminal force or violence or knowing it to be likely that
the participants in such activity will use or be trained to use criminal force or violence, or
participates in such activity intending to to use or be trained to use criminal force or violence or
knowing it to be likely that the participants in such activity will use or be trained to use criminal
force or violence, against any religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community
and such activity for any reason whatsoever causes or is likely to cause fear or alarm or a feeling of
insecurity amongst members of such religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or
community[,shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or

with both. (Indian Penal Code, Section 153-A, Wikipedia, 30-09-201 9)
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Abstract

The article shares two rare letters from Syed Abul Ala Maududi to a
noted scholar and biographer Maulana Ghulam Rasool Mahr in 1926 and
1952 respectively. The article contains notes and explanations. A letter
of 1926 is about the legal proceedings relating to a book Wachter Jeevan
by Pandit Kali Chiran, being trialed in an Agra court of India. Maulana
Maududi expresses his displeasure over the advocates of the accused,
the writer of the book, as they were asking questions from the witnesses
in an unsuitable manner. Maulana Maududi criticized the district
magistrate who was there to see the proceedings and did nothing to
intervene. Maulana said in his letter it was like a forum to criticize
Hazrat Muhammad (pbuh). Maulana advised it was difficult to save
one’s faith from such court. No matter any contemptuous proceeding
would surface, the attitude of the court should be criticized. No Muslim
would be prepared as a witness nor would the Islamic newspapers find
the court above from the criticism.

Keywords: unpublished letters of Maulana Maududi, Pandit Kali
Chiran, Wachter Jeevan
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