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There are eight parts of speech in traditional English grammar:
noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, conjunction, preposition,
and interjection. In linguistics, parts of speech are more typically
called word classes.
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The type of subdivision that was firstly advanced by Sibawayhi

~<

and then — almost — unanimously ratified and perpetuated, and that
is anterior to the introduction of logic into the Arabic tradition.
Later, and although any of these has ever been fully endorsed,
there have been few attempts to propose formulations different
from that in the Kitab.
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Abstract

The classification of words, or "Kalima," is fundamental to the structure
and comprehension of any language. Precise identification and
categorization of these units are critical for grammatical accuracy and
effective communication. While languages such as Arabic, English, and
Persian have established classifications for parts of speech—consisting
of three, eight, and seven categories respectively—Urdu grammar
exhibits considerable variability. Urdu linguists propose a diverse range
of parts of speech, varying from three to thirteen, which has led to
substantial confusion among educators, students, and researchers. This
paper seeks to address this issue by standardizing the parts of speech in
Urdu. The study begins with a clear definition of essential grammatical
terms, including "Sarf" (morphology) and "Kalima" (word). It then
conducts a detailed comparative analysis of the parts of speech as
delineated in 22 classical and contemporary Urdu grammar texts. By
identifying and scrutinizing the inconsistencies present in these texts,
this research proposes a standardized framework for the classification
of parts of speech in Urdu. The proposed framework aims to resolve
existing discrepancies and provide a coherent structure that enhances
the clarity and consistency of Urdu grammar for academic and
pedagogical purposes.

Keywords: Urdu Grammar, Parts of Speech, Classification of Word,
Morphology, Syntax
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