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While the East India Company primarily funded English-Language
schooling, Protestant missionaries began publishing Bengali Bibles, Christian
tracts, school books and dictionaries. The lack of state competition in Bengali

schooling meant Evangelicals were able to dominate the field of formal
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vernacular education in the first half of the nineteenth century through
generous funding from their home committees. "
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12. Romanized School Dictionary (English and Urdu)
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The tide is set so strongly in favour of English, as to make it the

unquestionable duty of the Society to devote their principal attention to the
supplying of existing demands in this language.”v
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In justification of their new policy, the Committee simply pointed out the
strong demand of the people for books of English, to secure ‘an increase both

of wealth and wisdom.”"
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Having spent a few pleasant days at Burdwan, in visiting the schools
established by Captain Stewart, I cannot help writing to communicate the
result of my inspection. Interested as you are in the plans now going forward
for the dissemination of useful knowledge among the natives, you will be
delighted to hear the encouraging beginnings which have been made at
Burdwan. I am more induced to write, as I can give a good report of the

operations of the School-Book Society, or rather of the books published by
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them for the improvement of the native schools.It was very gratifying to hear
a large company of Bengalee boys explain the government of England, speak
of the two houses of parliament, the army, and navy, and universities, and chief
cities of United Kingdom. The most gratifying part of the examination,
however, was that which consisted in the reading and questioning from the
fable books... The questions are taken verbatim from the morals, printed at the
ends of the fables. In giving an answer, the boy was expected to explain the
example, by describing how it arose from the fable. Here the lad’s skill was
manifested. And it was very evident, that no plan of teaching is so amusing
and instructive as the method of fables. The boy is at once entertained and
edified. He is delighted to discover truth, and describe truth, in connection
with what is so familiar and lively; his wits are sharpened, his language
improved, and maxims of moral conduct are seized with eagerness. Now all
this must be very useful: it must greatly open the understandings of youth, and
do that sort of good which it is a part of School-Book Society’s plan to confer
on the natives of India.”
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It was reserved for the energies of British minds to do for the Natives of
India what they could or would not do for themselves.”"
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These feelings too are the present occasion entirely unalloyed by any
objections as to the instruments and means by which the benevolent purposes
of the School-Book Society are prosecuted. It appears that Europeans,
Moosulmans and Hindoos are combined in the noble cause of diffusion light
and information throughout this land of ignorance; and the principles on
which the plans of the Society are conducted, are as unequivocally declared,
as they are wisely and unexceptionably framed.”
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I have no knowledge of either Sanscrit or Arabic. But I have done what I
could to form a correct estimate of their value. I have read translations of the

most celebrated Arabic and Sanscrit works. I have conversed, both here and at
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home, with men distinguished by their proficiency in the Eastern tongues. I
am quite ready to take the oriental learning at the valuation of the orientalists
themselves. I have never found one among them who could deny that a single
shelf of a good European library was worth the whole native literature of India
and Arabia. Theintrinsic superiority of the Western literature is indeed fully
admitted by those members of the committee who support the oriental plan of

.o
education.
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Having spent a few pleasant days at Burdwan, in visiting the schools established by Captain Stewart, I
cannot help writing to communicate the result of my inspection. Interested as you are in the plans now
going forward for the dissemination of useful knowledge among the natives, you will be delighted to
hear the encouraging beginnings which have been made at Burdwan. I am more induced to write, as I
can give a good report of the operations of the School-Book Society, or rather of the books published by
them for the improvement of the native schools.
It was very gratifying to hear a large company of Bengalee boys explain the government of England,
speak of the two houses of parliament, the army, and navy, and universities, and chief cities of United
Kingdom.
The most gratifying part of the examination, however, was that which consisted in the reading and
questioning from the fable books... The questions are taken verbatim from the morals, printed at the
ends of the fables. In giving an answer, the boy was expected to explain the example, by describing how
it arose from the fable. Here the lad’s skill was manifested. And it was very evident, that no plan of
teaching is so amusing and instructive as the method of fables. The boy is at once entertained and
edified. He is delighted to discover truth, and describe truth, in connection with what is so familiar and
lively; his wits are sharpened, his language improved, and maxims of moral conduct are seized with
eagerness. Now all this must be very useful: it must greatly open the understandings of youth, and do
(r&)that sort of good which it is a part of School-Book Society’s plan to confer on the natives of India.
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That the acquisition of the principles of any language should be contemned or neglected because it may
be the Rozmurruh or vernacular dialect, is not what we should expect to find among a reflecting and in
some measure a reading people. It is not here asserted that this is the sole reason why the Hindoostanee
is not studied grammatically, but such a notion would seem to have had considerable tendency thereto,
as is confessed by some Moosulmans themselves. With slight modifications this language is spoken
wherever they are found from Lahowr to Huydurabad; and although many a poet has sung through its
medium, yet its grammatical principles have never been defined by the natives of India, and are often
not understood by those who have spoken nothing else from their infancy.

Without stopping to enquire further into the causes of this neglect, the result is such as might have been
expected——— a lamentable deficiency of elementary compositions to facilitate the acquisition of the
Hindoostanee language.

It was reserved for the energies of British minds to do for the Natives of India what they could or would
not do for themselves. In the successful attempts of the indefatigable (Professor) Gilchrist to promote
the study of the Hindoostanee among his own countrymen, he did neglect the native scholars of this
country; but endeavored to give them the opportunity of studying the conformation of this useful
Quwaidi Sxenld tongue, agreeably to the Asiatic method, by preparing a short compendium, called the
Hindee, (or more commonly the Risaluhe Gilchrist) with an appendix-—- (Quwaneeni Imlae Rekhtuh),
both confined to inflexion and orthography, making a thin octavo manuscript.
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Abstract

Along with the emergence of EIC in Bengal, Calcutta had become a
stronghold of ‘colonial enlightenment’ in India. Although EIC’s
administration didn’t want to take the responsibility of spreading the
education at the grassroots. On the other hand, missionaries from
various European missions were very enthusiastic and had a keen
concern on this point. That’s why missionaries started to set up the
parallel education system in Bengal at the end of the 18th century. They
established new schools of different kinds but they had to confront the
lack of syllabus books. As a consequence of this process, Calcutta
School-Book Society was constituted in 1817 to prepare and print the
schools’ syllabus.

This article covers the early history of the Calcutta School-Book
Society and holds a special study of this process.

Keywords: Calcutta School-Book Society, Missionaries, Colonial
Education in India, ‘Useful’ Knowledge, Colonialism.
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